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*;AS IN ERROR 10 

Nev/ iisnng-as of ‘ 5 5«p given. 

VOSTOK CAPSULE-MA Y HAVE BEEN FLIGHT- 
TESTED DURING ^MISSILE’ SHOTS OF JANUARY. 
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Evidence of possible' wind-tunnel testing- ear ly 

'in' 1 059 un'eVrthcd. 
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. . Vehicle & with most unusual orbital characteristics 
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COVER: FROG-2 .(free rocket over grenindj'; 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) 

NOTE: Pages 2. 30, 51, 32. 34. 33, SfS 

and 39 of this issue arc blank. 
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: CORRECTION 
-ST WEEK JS SPACE LISTING 

The listing of earth satellite veh 



week’s WIR contained several items of incorrect data 
as to orbital periods, apogee. perigee, aid number b£ 
orbits completed: 

f 

& Data 0:1 1959 Iota 2 (not listed) was erroneously 
included as pertaining to 1 9 60 Beta 2 » 

« Data on I960 Lambda was erroneously omitted. 

• As a consequence of thes e 2 errors,! the data oh 

LaS.,,a„„ tflAO ^ T> 



The data on date of launch, inclination of orbit to 
the equator, and transmitting frequencies is correct 
A correct listing is published on page 4.0. 
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VOSTOK CAPSULE MAY HAVE BEEN FLIGHT-TESTED 
DURING 'MISSILE' SHOTS OF JANUARY 1960 
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A large, canvas -cover eel object transported through the streets of Moscow- - ; -VV 
in- February, 1959 was very similar in size and shape- to the Vostok model which-- 




"downtown" branch of the Central Aer odynamic . Institute (New. TsAGI} rie 
m(m r ■ Ramenskoye Airfield. If this object was a model of Vostok, then- it was 

probably being shipped to TsAGI for wind-tunnel testing and the solution of ; M 
various aerodynamic problems. 

Testing of re-entry in low -trajectory flights, the. next step r in development/ 

# would com^ soiree .time later , and it is possible that this occur red during the 

firing of Z rocket shots into the central Pacific in January i960. An Acad-*’'’ ' > • 




payload of the "Soviet space rocket 11 ; which was to be tested in the Pacific 
bet w ee n 1 5 J anuar y and 1 5 F ebr ua r y i 9 6 0 . 
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tip during an unsuccessful re-entry attempt, ■& "pieces 
or objects appeared to stabilize -- probably being the, escape capsule, the 
-dth ' other the instrument compartment. The Soviets called this vehicle a space : ' - yp • 

ship, a term which they also applied to Sputniks V, VI, IX, X, XI, and: XII. 

The evidence indicates that the same type vehicle was used for ail these shots. i 

A possible, timetable for development and ‘.introduction of the 5-ton<*ybstok . 

v ') x ‘ A >- t r * »• 1 r >-M * >JJH r , *>.’ ,r *7 i P‘‘ > a N ^ « hg ~ >. » i x 

Awo'uld "appear- to be -somewhat as follows: 
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1955-1957 Feasibility studies, preliminary design, and mock-up 

1.9 5 8 First hardware * . Ml 

1959 Wind tunnel test, possible first boost test 

20 & 31 Jan i960. First low-trajectory re-entry tests 
15 May I960 First orbital flight {Sputnik TV), unsuccessful re- •• 

entry attempt 

19 Aug I960 First successful re-entry from orbital flight 



1. Dec I960 Unsuccessful re-e^^ra 



9 .& 22 Mar 1961 Successful recovery from single orbital flights 
•I 7 : A nr 1-961 F.irst •'.<?!) rre-ssful maniipfl nrhital f 1 ic<bf ... OSmitnik XT1 
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This group and 3 others were formed during an expansion and reorganization 
9 of the Academy Committee on .Space Travel which reportedly started in 

September 1955. . (The other three groups were a Satellite Design Group, an ' ^ 
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^^T=he or e tic al. arid Ballistics Group^)- Merkulov, re- 
oi the Earee! Spaceship Group/ has been' singled out for 
t s ta^iftl^ c i eht&Js, wwi)Mv& contributed to Sovxet>s^ce^^ , l 
author of an article in the Soviet proas describing Lunik I 
shot), an indication that his group may have also been 
ign of the Lunik -series capsules. 

probably housed at Dolgopr udnaya, a : suburbmortn ox 






The Dolgopr udnaya area has long been suspected' of miss 
no firm indication of the nature of the work' going- on there, 
lies within a few miles of Khimki and its missile plant (No; ^ 
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near^? 
circular orbit 






©micron 43 (piece of Transit 4A),wif 
centricity of 0. 00005. Its apogee is 8 
statute miles, perigee 893. 9. 

•: 0.001Z3. 



Midaaill 



^Mfb sfti heaxr ly|; c 



iMost ecc^hi&ig^i-bit: 
longest orbital period: 

v . G 



-v ■ 

48y058, 5 statute miles (Explorer XII) 

2, 084. 3 statute miles (Midas III) 

Explorer I, launched 1 February 1958, v, 
was on its 14,411th orbit as of 1430Z, 

C ,L_, . ton 
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50X1 and 3, E.O.13526 




